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They craned their necks to see what was happening.

The Ningthou and Leima were watching Sanatombi,
their five year-old daughter. She looked sad and lonely.
She stared at the khongnang which lay dead by the
throne. Birds flapped worriedly around. searching for
their homes in the tree. Sanatombi walked up to the
Ichongnang and whispered, “The khongnang is dead. It
was hurt by the spear and now it is dead.”

The people were all attention. The Ningthou stood up.
He looked at the three boys. He looked at the little girl. He
turned to the people. “If anybody is worthy of becoming

the ruler,” he said, “it is little
Sanatombi. It was she who
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New Yords

lair : wild animal’s lying-place

mane : long hair on the neck of some animals
clasped : (here) encircle, hold closely

: great strength

1. Where did the polar bear live with her family?

2. What did Malu learn to do from her parents?

3. Where did Malu want to travel?

4. What was it that Malu’s parents wanted her to learn?
5. Was Malu scared to swim? Did she learn it easily?

6,

. Read the last two stanzas of the poem. Whom does ‘she’
stand for in bo

&

See the pictu. low and talk about it.
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Read and Enjoy

Long, long ago, in the land of
Kangleipak in Manipur, there lived a
Ningthou and a Leima. They were loved
dearly by the people.

The Ningthou and Leima, on their part, never stopped
thinking about their meeyam, their people. “Our meeyam
should be happy,” they said.

The people were not the only ones who loved their
Ningthou and Leima. The birds and animals too loved
them. The Ningthou and Leima always said: “Everybody
in Kangleipak should live in peace. Not only the people,
but the birds, animals and trees.”

Their beloved king and queen had three sons:
Sanajaoba, Sanayaima and Sanatomba.

Twelve years later, a daughter was born. She
was named Sanatombi. She was a lovely child,
soft and beautiful inside. She was loved by
one and all.

The years went by, and the children grew
up well. And then one day. the Ningthou
called all his ministers and said: “It is now
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True or False

Character @

Malu’s hair was white.
Malu knew how to swim.

Malu was playing with
the penguins.

Malu was good at
| catching fish.

Malu was a brave bhalu.

Malu did not love her
mother.

Malu’s mother was firm.

=

brave, strong,

hardworking,
eager to learn more,

smart, caring, impatient,

female, affectionate,
bold, playful. white,
adventurous, clever,

young, fearless

Now write a detailed character sketch of Malu Bhalu.
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